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Muriates occurred at about tiro average of 13 por cent, in all tlireo forms of in¬ 
sanity. 

Mueo-pus globules wero most frequent in mania; viz., 17-85 por eont.; whereas 
in melancholia they wero at the rate of 10, and in dementia of 7-72 per cent. 

Summary. 
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15. Ana lysis of the Menstrual Fluid. —llindskopf* analyzed the menstrual dis¬ 
charge of a vigorous and healthy girl. It was extremely acid and contained:— 


Water 

Solid residue 
Salts 


1st Analysis. 

820-830 

170-170 

10150 


Utl Annlyn'.v 

Wator 821-802 

Albumen and ha-matoglobulin 156-457 
Extractive matters and sails 20-051 


Vogelf analyzed the menstrual discharge in a ease of prolapsed uterus. It 
was of an intensely red colour, thick, and viscid ; it did not coagulate, but, after 
standing for some time, a colourless serum separated. Tho fluid obtained at the 
commencement of the flux yielded S3-9 parts of water, and 10-1 of solid mate¬ 
rials: and that obtained near tho termination yielded 83-7 of water, and 1(5-3 of 
solid materials. The serum contained 93-53 parts of water, and ft-17 of solids, of 
which 0-0-1 were fixed stilts. 

No one who has carefully studied this secretion can doubt that fibrin is gene¬ 
rally present. Its determination is, however, often impossible, in consequence of 
the vaginal mucus preventing the coagulation of the blood. 

In tho corresponding secretion in the marc, we succeeded in obtaining 1-3 parts 
of fibrin from 30 grains of the clotted portion of the discharge.— llunking's Abstract. 


MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 

10. The Medicinal qualities of Indian Hemp and the best mode of administration .— 
The hemp has long been known in India as a powerful intoxicating plant. It 
has in consequence a variety of names applied to it in Arabic, some of which 
have been translated as “ loaf of delusion,” “ increasor of pleasure,” 11 exciter of 
desire,” “eementer of friendship,” &c. I.iniKcus was well acquainted with its 
“vis narcoliea, phantastica, dementcns.”f In 1839, Dr. O’Shanglmessy} directed 
attention to it as a valuable remedy in rheumatism, tetanus, cholera, and infantile 

* Oanstadt’s Jahrsbericht, 1814. j Ditto. 

1 Dr. Royle’s Illustrations of the Botany of the Himalayan Mountains, p, 334. 

5 On the preparation of the Indian Hemp or Gunjalli, Calcutta, 1839. 
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convulsions, and published somo cases treated by himself, Mr. O’Brien, Dr. Bain, 
and Mr. Kiehard O'Shauglmessy, the result of which appears fully to justify the 
opinion ho entertains of it, as a most valuable therapeutical agent. Tints one 
patient in whom tetanus supervened upon cauterization of tho back of the hand 
by a native empiric, was completely relieved of the tetanic paroxysms, but died 
from tho extension and mortitication of tho ulcer on the hand. Of seven cases 
of severe tetanus treated by Mr. O’Brien, lour recovered; and ono deplorable- 
case of traumatic tetanus, arising from two suppurating wounds on tho scrotum, 
was cured by Mr. Richard O’Shauglmessy. Tho cllects of the hemp in these 
cases were giddiness, intoxication, and sleep, during which the tetanic paroxysms 
ceased, returning again with diminished violence on awaking, and being again 
removed by a.repetition ol the medicine. Since the publication of Doctor O'Shaugh- 
nessy’s essay, tho hemp has been administered in this country, both to animals 
and to tho human subject, but without any very marked clients* Mr. Donovan 
has ascertained that hempgrown in this country is destitute of tho principle which 
renders tho Indian plant so desirable an excitant to the voluptuous people of the 
east. As to the mode of administration, Air. Donovan remarks:f— 

“ I am of opinion that ol all the preparations, the only one to be relied on is the 
tincture ol the rosin, prepared in India from hemp collected at the proper season. 

"As to tho modes ot administration, I have tried many, and lind the following 
to bo tho best:—flit—Tincturae rcsiiuo cannabis ludictc lljxv; spiritns rectifiedi 
1lj_xlv. Alisco: tint haustus. 

“The patient should be directed either to swallow the whole of this directly 
from the bottle, to avoid loss, or to pom 1 it into a little water, and instanlfi/ 
swallow it oil'. If it be not taken instantly, the resitt will be precipitated, will 
adhere to the vessel, and thus escape being swallowed. This always happens 
when tho prescribe]' directs water to be mixed in tho draught by tho apothecary : 
and I have seen several disappointments in consequence. The form of emulsion 
does not succeed; for although the resin is at lirst diffused, it sooner or biter 
separates. The practitioner should bo also on his guard to order tho tincture of 
the resin, lest tincture or tho herb bo used, which in small quantities is power¬ 
less.” 

Air. Donovan reports several cases of neuralgia, which, he says, are not a sc/cc- 
turn of tlic successful cases out of many, but it faithful record of all that came under 
his observation of which the termination wits distinctly known. It appears that 
far morn than the majority of them were cured by the agency of the hemp, ami 
that all the rest were more or less relieved. 

The most remarkable clients observed by Air. Donovan wero giddiness, con¬ 
fusion of ideas, great diminution of feeling, and sound sleep, lie says the effect 
on tho sensoriutn is generally alarming to the patient as well as to the bystanders, 
unless they wero previously made aware of what was to be expected. Somo 
patients evince a great terror of death; but on recovering from the fit of narcotism, 
they laugh at their fears, and are generally ready for another trial. The aphro¬ 
disiac ellccts of hemp have been insisted on by all Oriental writers. Among all 
the instances of its administration to male patients, Mr. Donovan observed this 
<*licet in one only. In no case did it produce those rapturous ideas and ecstatic, 
dreams described by tho Oriental writers. In only one or two wero tho ideas 
even pleasing; and somo were singularly depressed, and under apprehension of 
immediate death. All writers agree in attributing to the Indian hemp the effect of 
exciting hunger, and this often in a voracious ilegroe. This elTcct has been re¬ 
peatedly observed by Air. Donovan, lie says the reflecting portion of tho pro¬ 
fession will decide for themselves whether, as ministers of relief to the sick, they 
ate at liberty to withhold an impartial trial to a medicine of such approved power, 
and expresses his belief that Indian hemp will one day or another occupy one of 
the highest places amongst the means of combating disease.— Dr. George Johnson's 
llcporl in Runking's Abstract. 


* Pereira's Materia Medica, vol. ii., 2d cd., p. 1098. 
f Dublin Journal of Medical Science, January, 18-15, p. 303. 
t One drachm of the tincture contains three grains of the resin. 



